
LET‘S GET DIGITAL!
E-LIBRARY HANDOUT FOR THE H-BRS 
SUMMER SEMESTER 2020

Dear teachers and students,

The coronavirus crisis also has a stranglehold on our university. However,
when it comes to supplying literature, the library has a large collection of
digital resources! In this handout, the term ‘digital resources’ refers to the
electronic books (150,000), journals (10,000), licensed literature databases
(30) and external video tutorials (30,000) which the library has bought and
placed at your disposal.

This handout describes the best way to use them.

We also explain the special services that we have set up for the time in
which the library has to remain closed. We want to make sure that you are
kept well supplied with digital publications. We will still be able to purchase
digital media for you while the library is closed.

Some of the databases described are by no means self-explanatory when it
comes to carrying out meaningful research. Detailed explanations would
exceed the scope of this text. For this and all other questions: get in touch
with us! You can reach us by e-mail and phone
while the university is closed. You will find our contact information on the
last page.

Your library team

Information on using the 
electronic services

offered by the university 
and district library.



How to set up remote access

Using our electronic services at home

Most of our electronic media can only be accessed through the university’s own 
network. If you wish to use our electronic services from your own home, you will 
have to set up remote access.

You can do this quickly and easily. You will find detailed instructions on setting up 
remote access here.

If your remote access is correctly configured and you click on licensed content, a 
pop-up will appear. Enter your user number and password into this pop-up. You 
will find your number on the back of your staff or student ID card. 

If you have forgotten your password, you can reset it on our website. (“My 
Borrower Account” > “Forgot your password?”)
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https://www.h-brs.de/en/bib/remoteaccess


Here we introduce two ways in which you can start your research:

§ The library catalogue contains information on most of the books, journals, 
audiovisual content and e-learning tutorials purchased by the library. You will 
not find articles published in journals. If you are interested in a specific 
article, start by looking for the journal it was published in. In the “Advanced 
Search” tab, you can enter “online” under “Media Type” to narrow your 
search to electronic materials. 

Click here to access the catalogue.

§ The other way is to use literature databases. You will find a subject overview 
by clicking on the link below. A list of important literature databases licensed 
by the library is shown after each subject. Compared to the catalogue, these 
can be searched more extensively, e.g. for journal articles, conference 
proceedings and press materials on specific topics.

Click here to access the databases.

On the next few pages, you will find a selection of interesting databases and 
licensed online portals that we have compiled for you. 

Library catalogue and databases

Searching our electronic resources!

Tip:
When using databases such as Web of Science or Business Source Complete, you 
should link search terms using logical conjunctions such as OR, AND, NOT. Please 
feel free to contact us if you have any questions about this. "

https://bib-sisis.bib.hochschule-bonn-rhein-sieg.de/webOPACClient/search.do?methodToCall=switchSearchPage&SearchType=2
http://www.digibib.net/jumpto?D_SERVICE=TEMPLATE&D_SUBSERVICE=ERESOURCES&LOCATION=1044&LANGUAGE=de


We have prepared a small selection for you. This focuses on services which 
provide access to full texts or open access articles. 

§ SpringerLink
SpringerLink is an interdisciplinary publishing portal which offers a large 
number of information resources on all subjects through one interface; these 
include electronic journals, books (e-books), serial publications and reference 
works. Please note that some of these resources have not been unlocked.

§ Business Source Complete
Business Source Complete contains the full texts of more than 3,800 business 
journals, including approx. 2,000 peer-reviewed publications. It also provides 
ratings of 5,200 journals. The database covers all business subjects (and other 
overlapping subjects such as technology); besides journals, it also 
encompasses other full-text resources such as author profiles, e-books, 
country economic reports, industry reports, interviews (executive & analyst), 
case studies, video recordings of seminars, SWOT analyses, working papers 
and much more.

§ Web of Science
Access to the bibliographic databases Science Citation Index Expanded (SCI-
EXPANDED), Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), Arts & Humanities Citation 
Index (A&HCI). This database is a good research instrument for validated 
scientific literature. It does not contain full texts, but the search results can be 
restricted to open access articles.

§ Wiley 
Current electronic journals published by Wiley.

What can I find here?

Literature databases and portals (a selection)

https://link.springer.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=bth
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=F6zMy6c319U6kvJt8js&preferencesSaved=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/browse/publications?type=journal


§ IEEE/IEE Electronic Library 
The IEEE/IEE Electronic Library provides access to almost a third of the world's 
current electrical engineering and computer science literature, featuring high-
quality content from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
and the Institution of Electrical Engineers (IEE).

§ O‘Reilly
After registering free of charge using your university e-mail address, O'Reilly 
Online Learning offers you access to more than 35,000 e-books and video 
tutorials on computer science and related subjects. If you wish to view the 
books and videos offline, you will have to install the O’Reilly apps (Android, 
iOS). To find e-books in other languages, please activate the corresponding 
languages under “Settings”. Once you have saved the settings, it may take a 
little while before the search function displays results in the newly activated 
languages.

§ Statista
Statista aggregates statistics on industries, companies and current topics from 
numerous studies, current surveys and more than 500 sources.

§ LinkedIn Learning
The range of topics covered by the video tutorials is constantly being 
expanded and currently consists of practical knowledge and expert tips for 
creative users, photographers, software developers, office users, IT staff and 
technical professions. Before you can use this resource, you are required to 
register with LinkedIn, a one-off process that is free of charge. Please take 
note of the relevant information on our website.

What can I find here?

Literature databases and portals (a selection)

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/
https://www.oreilly.com/library/view/temporary-access/
https://de.statista.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/
https://www.h-brs.de/en/bib/videotrainings-linkedin


The library attaches great importance to purchasing unavailable literature for its 
users as quickly as possible. 

We have set up two options for the period in which the library has to remain 
closed:

§ we can buy books in digital format if this format is available. Remember to 
set up remote access so that you can access these.

§ Articles for which we have not purchased the full text can be ordered from a 
delivery service. We will then send the article to you by e-mail. 

Just tell us what you need. Please use our acquisition proposal form for this 
purpose.

Another possibility: 

§ search for open access articles. Let us assume that you have found an 
interesting journal article but can’t access the full text through the library. 
Using the small browser application “unpaywall”, you can legally check 
whether the article is available elsewhere in the internet as a so-called 
“secondary publication”. Unpaywall can be found and installed in the add-on 
area of all commonly used browsers.

What can I find here?

Obtaining literature

https://www.h-brs.de/en/bib/acquisition-proposal


Central e-mail address:
bibliothek@h-brs.de

Do you have any questions 
about the resources described here, 

or do you need advice? 

You are welcome to contact us!

Last updated: 
20/03/2020

Central page with contacts:
The library’s expert info 

team

Who can help me?

Contact the library team

https://www.h-brs.de/en/team-information-services

