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COORDINATION TEAM

BRIAN MATHEBULA

Research assistant & alumni

ABDELRAHMAN FATOUM

Research assistant

PROF. DR. SIMONA HELMSMÜLLER

Programme head & professor for
„Economics of Social Protection“

PROF. DR. MASAUSO CHIRWA

Guest professor for „International 
Social Protection Systems“

DARLEEN KOLBE

Research assistant & alumna

MADISON BASSOW & KEPHA OBULEMIRE

Students Batch 2022, working students
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WHAT IS SOCIAL PROTECTION?

https://litello.com/en/ebooks/social-protection-systems

What is Social Protection?6

https://litello.com/en/ebooks/social-protection-systems


WHAT IS SOCIAL PROTECTION?

What is Social Protection?7

"Social protection, or social security, is a human right and is defined as the set of policies and 

programmes designed to reduce and prevent poverty and vulnerability throughout the life cycle.

Social protection includes benefits for children and families, maternity, unemployment, 

employment injury, sickness, old age, disability, survivors, as well as health protection.

Social protection systems address all these policy areas by a mix of contributory schemes (social 

insurance) and non-contributory tax-financed benefits, including social assistance.“

ILO. 2017. "World Social Protection Report 2017-19: Universal social protection to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals". Geneva: International Labour 

Organization. <https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_604882.pdf>. Accessed 18 June 2020.

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_604882.pdf
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WHY STUDY AT H-BRS?

BONN & REGION 

• Located in a vibrant region with 

many international and regional 

social protection actors, 

internationally renowned

institutions and UN organizations

• Only a stone’s throw away from the 

cultural hubs of Cologne and Bonn

• NRW: favorite destination for

international students

Overview of Programme9

H-BRS 

• An international university of

applied sciences with modern 

facilities

• Library: access to a great variety of

electronic resources

• Free language courses

• (International) student activities



MSC SOCIAL PROTECTION

Overview of Programme10

Innovative and interactive teaching
methods and exam formats

Internationality
Instruction language: English

University Bonn-Rhein-Sieg 
of Applied Sciences

Campus Sankt Augustin

Two-year master’s
programme

Work in small groups for knowledge 
exchange among peers 

Extracurricular activities including 
excursions and brown bag lunches

Collaboration with renowned 
practitioners and academics from 
high-ranking institutions



STUDENTS‘ NATIONALITIES

Overview of Programme11



KEY COMPETENCIES

Overview of Programme12

Effectiveness 
of social 

protection 
systems

Choice of 
instruments

Financing 
arrangements

Institutional 
arrangements

Management

Critical 
system 

review & 
adaptation

Networking
Communication
Problem-solving 

skills



CURRICULUM

Overview of Programme13

Online and 
on-campus

Pre-courses:
• Economics
• Statistics
• Academic WritingM

o
d

u
le

s

On-campus

M1 Comparative 
Analysis of SP
Systems

M2 Foundational 
Skills 

M3 Social Policy
Instruments

M4 Quantitative 
Methods in SP  

Online

M5 Financing of SP

M6 Groups in Focus

M7 SP Management

M8 SP Reforms

M9 Research Methods

Online

M11
Practical 

term

Online

M12
Master‘s

Thesis

P

M10 Studium Generale

1 2 3 4
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ELECTIVES – GROUPS IN FOCUS

Overview of Programme17

ELDERLY

PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITY

CHILDREN

MIGRANTS

FAMILIES

WORKING 
POPULATION



ONLINE SEMESTER

• Second semester (March – August)

• Designated weeks for each submodule

• Per topic: literature, video messages & exercises 

• Students work in small groups

Overview of Programme18
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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FUNDING OPTIONS

• DAAD Helmut-Schmidt-Programm (separate info session & application process)

• Deutschlandstipendium 

• PROMOS 

• Part-time job

• Scholarships

Overview of Programme23



GERMAN DONOR ORGANIZATIONS

Overview of Programme24



SCHOLARSHIP DATABASES

Overview of Programme25

Scholarships and grants for studying abroad
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Application Process & Next Steps27

Bachelor’s degree in a relevant study field

5 months of RELEVANT work experience

English proficiency (C1 level)

Passing entrance exam (Research Proposal)



APPLICATION PROCESS

Guidelines uploaded on the website: https://www.h-brs.de/en/sv/application-process

Application Process & Next Steps28

https://www.h-brs.de/en/sv/application-process


APPLICATION PROCESS

Application Process & Next Steps29

Virtual Open Day

Application deadline 
Non-EU students

Application deadline 
EU students

Admission

February 
28NOW

May

31

December -
June

Semester start

SeptemberSeptember

Pre-courses
Arrival in Germany



MORE INFORMATION

ON OUR WEBSITE



MANY THANKS FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

CONTACT

msc-socialprotection@h-brs.de
https://www.h-brs.de/en/sv/master/social-protection

https://www.h-brs.de/en/sv/master/social-protection

