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Research Proposal 

for the application to the MSc Social Protection
programme

Submitted by (name): 

Submission Date: 

Please outline a potential research idea for your master’s thesis in the fourth semester. The 

proposal should show your ability to identify a relevant topic in social protection, justify its 

significance, and outline a suitable research design. All claims and statements must be properly cited 

(e.g., APA style – James et al., 2022), and a full reference list should be included in the final section.

2 Research question (s) (50 words max): Formulate clear and concise research 

question(s) based on your topic. 

1 Topic: State the main theme or focus of your proposed research 
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3 Relevance of research question (200 words max): Explain why this research is

important for the field of social protection. Highlight the problem or gap your study 

addresses, why this topic is relevant or timely, and any practical or policy 

implications.

4 Proposed research design (400 words max): Briefly outline your plan for 

conducting the study. Include your approach (qualitative, quantitative), explain how 

and where you will collect your data (e.g., interviews, survey, secondary data), 

describe how you will interpret or analyse the data, and refer to key sources or 

theories that inform your research design.  
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5 References / literature: List key references or literature that informs your research 

proposal. 
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